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Introductory remarks 

 
1. Russia’s membership to the WTO has also paved the way for furthering 

Norway’s trade relations with Russia through the establishment of a free trade 
agreement. A free trade agreement with Russia is of highest priority to Norway, 
and today I will give you an outline of the ongoing negotiations.  

 
EFTA and its third country policy  
 

2. Norway, together with the member states of EFTA, the European Free Trade 
Association, establishes free trade agreements with partners around the world. 
The member states are Norway, Iceland, Switzerland and Lichtenstein. Three 
of these – Norway, Iceland and Lichtenstein – are parties to EEA agreement, 
which extends the internal market of the European Union to these EFTA 
States. Switzerland has a bilateral free trade agreement with the European 
Union.  
 

3. EFTA has a population of only 13 million people. However, our economies rank 
high in the list of the world’s largest traders. In 2010, EFTA was the 11th 
largest trader in merchandise goods and seventh largest trader in services.  

 
4. The EFTA states have complementary economies which makes the EFTA 

group an attractive trading partner for countries all over the world. Norway 
and Iceland’s strong sectors include energy, fisheries, maritime transport and 
ship building, while Switzerland and Liechtenstein are strong in the area of 
pharmaceuticals, food processing, machineries and financial services.  

 
5. EFTA has so far concluded 24 free trade agreements covering 33 countries. 

One of our most recent additions is our agreement with Ukraine, signed in 
2010. The EFTA States currently enjoy preferential market access, including 
through our agreements with the EU, for around 80 % of our trade. 

 
6. For the EFTA states, the multilateral system of the WTO remains a priority. 

Our free trade agreements are a supplement, not a substitute to WTO. The 
EFTA states pursue a proactive policy in international trade both in the WTO 
and by our free trade agreements.  

 
Free trade negotiations between EFTA and Russia/Belarus/Kazakhstan 
  

7. A free trade agreement with our neighbouring country Russia has been one of 
Norway’s top priorities for many years. To Norway, Russia is not only an 
important trading partner, but also a good neighbour.  

 
8. The Group finalised its work in 2008. The Group concluded that the economies 

of Russia and the EFTA States have significant complementarities, and that a 
free trade agreement would expand trade and investment through trade 
liberalisation, enhance the framework for economic exchange and strengthen 



bilateral co-operation. The group recommended that the agreement should 
cover not only trade in goods, but also areas such as services, investment, 
intellectual property rights and government procurement.  
 

9. A significant development occurred with the establishment of the Customs 
Union between Russia, Kazakhstan and Belarus in 2010. A customs union 
requires its members to adopt common external custom tariffs and a common 
external trade policy. As a consequence, it was agreed to broaden the 
negotiations to include Belarus and Kazakhstan. However, the negotiations take 
place with the Custom Union countries, and not with the Custom Union as an 
organization, which is the case when the EU negotiates free trade agreements.  

 
10. The negotiations were launched in November 2010. Six rounds of negotiations 

have taken place, the last one last month in Aalesund on the west-coast of 
Norway. The 7th round will take place in Kazakhstan in January 2013.  

 
11. The spokesperson for the Customs Union countries is Maxim Medvedkov, who 

was the Russian chief negotiator in the WTO accession process.  
 

12. Representatives of the Eurasian Economic Commission are also attending in 
the negotiations.  

 
13. The aim of the negotiations is two-fold: 

 
 increase market access for companies in all fields of trade, focusing on 

eliminating import duties and reduction of non-tariff barriers  
 develop a predictable and transparent legal framework for trade that 

promotes fair competition, beyond Parties WTO commitments  
 

14. Hence, the negotiations are covering a wide range of areas: 
 

 Trade in Goods  
 Technical Barriers to trade (TBT)  
 Sanitary and Phytosaniary Measures (SPS), which is of specific 

importance to our fish export  
 Rules of Origin and Trade Facilitation  
 Trade in Services and Investment  
 Intellectual property rights  
 Competition  
 Government Procurement  
 Legal and Horizontal Issues, including Dispute Settlement Procedures  
 Trade and Sustainable Development 

 
15. EFTA’s free trade agreements normally grant full elimination of import duties 

for all industrial products. Free trade in fish and other marine products is also 
an essential element in our negotiations with the Customs Union Countries.  

 
16. As regards investment, EFTA has in recent agreements focused on ensuring 

predictable market access for our companies to establish local business in 
foreign markets. Investment protection is left to the individual EFTA States’ 



bilateral investment treaties. Norway and Russia concluded a bilateral treaty 
on investment protection in 1995.  

 
17. With the objective of reflecting the relevance of international environmental 

and labour standards for trade and economic development, EFTA’s free trade 
agreements include provisions pertaining to trade and sustainable development.  

 
18. The meetings so far have been held in a constructive and friendly atmosphere.  

Good progress has been made, and both parties are committed to give priority 
to a successful conclusion of the negotiations. Much work remains to be done, 
and it is too early to predict when the negotiations will be concluded.  


